
January 29, 2020 

Dear Elementary Families, 
 

As the last couple of months of school wind down for the 2019-2020 school year, we are 
focusing on preparations for the 2020-2021 school year and evaluating what our new addition will 
allow us to do as a school. Our new addition to the building is on track for us to occupy on July 
30th. When we were evaluating our future last year, there was no guarantee that an expansion to 
our campus would happen. The change put our elementary community into an uncomfortable 
position, with our model change, to accommodate our secondary crowding. We know it was not 
comfortable or the right solution for all of our families, but the modifications lead us to a place of 
stability and permanence. 

 I am excited to share that construction started in November and will double the size of our 
campus.  We can now establish a permanent home for our elementary school with confidence. To 
create our permanent home for elementary at SSAE, we will make some adjustments to what we 
can provide and how we deliver our model. We will be offering elementary school in grades 3-5 
only. Those students who will be entering 2nd grade next year will be grandfathered in and 
allowed to stay through their elementary years and beyond.  

The elementary school week will feature 2.5 days on campus with classroom instruction 
from our teachers. Students will be on campus Tuesday, Thursday, and a ½ day on Friday (AM 
only). One additional day will be available for intensive intervention like we have this year.  
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In talking with our stakeholders, this is the model that will provide the academic balance 

we need between school and home, increase the social opportunities for students to be with their 
friends and, have interventions to ensure we are meeting student’s academic needs. Our path 
moving forward at the elementary level is now a stable and viable solution for families looking for 
flexibility, small class sizes, excellent teachers, and the ability to have input into their student’s 
schooling. We will be reaching out in mid-February to schedule a family work session to help 
collaborate around how this model will evolve.  We thank everyone who stuck with us and had 
patience as we reached this place. If you have any concerns please reach out to your teachers or 
contact me directly. Have a wonderful day and cheers to our new opportunities! 
 
Sincerely, 
David Knoche 

 
Executive Principal 
Springs Studio for Academic Excellence 


